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The one thing I loved more than anything else in the universe was gone. Yes, |
have a son... but it was her. Marisa. I lived for her... Everything I am, I did for
her... she made me want to be a better man. She was my inspiration. And now I
sit here on the floor of my burned out apartment in downtown Metropolis, sur-
rounded by neighbors & a fire crew, crying and holding onto her body for dear

life.
“Sir?” the fire chief looks to me again.

My ring suddenly activates, throwing a protective aura around me. It doesn’t
stop a searing, burning flame from penetrating my chest.

I gasp for breath and fall over on the body of my beloved. In a hail of yellow laser
fire everyone in the apartment is dead. .. but again, me. The intended target, bas-
tard can hit everyone but me.

Frakker would have had me too, if he realized my heart was not in the same spot
as a humans. I play dead for him, because I'm sure he needs proof of my death to
take back to his Dominion masters on Elia. He’ll probably go for the ring. They
always do.

God, Marisa. ..

I lay there on her when I hear footsteps crunching on broken glass. I lay there
still, willing my ring to slow down my heartbeat & breathing. If I look dead, I'll
have the Frakker.

He kicks me hard and 1 go flying off of her. I hit a wall and slump to the ground.



He walks over to me and rolls me onto my back. He reaches for my ring.

“DIE YOU SONOVABITCH!” I scream at him firing a blast from my ring.
But the beam passes right through him. His body wrapped around it. His left
arm rears up and his hand melts away, changing into a solid weapon.

Durlan.

He hits me so hard I fly through a wall into a neighbors apartment. I recover
quick and surround him in a transparent green bubble. The only way I know of
to contain a shape changer. I bite through the tears stinging my eyes and start
shrinking the bubble. I want to crush the life from him.

Would have worked too, if I'd have disarmed him first.

He starts shooting at me with his rifle, the yellow beams shattering the bubble. I
can’t contain him. I can’t survive against that weapon. Not in these cramped
quarters.

I fly for the window as fast as I can muster.
Goodbye, Marisa.

I turn and fire another of my emerald bombs in my apartment. It detonates upon
impact. Destroying not only my apartment, but the entire floor. The building
begins to collapse in on itself. I start willing my ring to brace the building, when
I see him. He flies from the smoldering wreckage with wings of his own.

I charge him, ramming him back into the building. We fly through wall upon
wall. Debris & bodies flying and falling all around me. But all I think of is my
wife. She was the kindest person I knew... she would never hurt anyone, and
this...

“NNNYYYAAARRRHHH!"" I scream with rage as I drive him through the
bottom floor of the building into the permacrete street below.

The news casters swarm the like flies to the collapsing building. The col-
lapse of the building halts on the 125th floor due to safety measures



incorporated into its construction. It would have ceased immediately
had the explosion the Green Lantern created been more subdued.

The two person news crew from the Daily Planet are the first on the
scene.

“This is Laurel Kent reporting from the corner of 15ths St. and Shuster in
downtown Metropolis, where Green Lantern is facing off against an un-
known assailant!” The report hits the ground taking cover as an explo-
sion takes out their vehicle.
“... Initial reports say...” she cowers behind a fragment of the fallen
building, “The Green Lantern was responsible for the initial explosion...
yes in fact, here we have footage from the 15th St. security cam.”

The footage from the earlier incident is displayed on Daily Planet
P.a.d.d.'s across the world.

“As you see here, if we zoom in and replay the image you see the Green
Lantern shooting what looks like a large explosive into the 150th floor of
Levitz Tower. The explosion was so large it buckled the support columns
on a number of floors. The coll...” Another explosion causes the reporter
to wince. “The collapse was finally halted on the 125th floor. At this time
of night, the number of people home asleep in their beds... the casualties
will be staggering.”

“We focus in now as the battle continues. The unknown assailant ap-
pears to be altering form. It appears as though he is a Durlan.”

Laurel Kent and her assistant run out from behind the relatively safe
cover of the debris, back out into the street behind a large transport
vehicle.

“The Durlan is killing indiscriminately, and the Green Lantern isn’t us-
ing any caution at all in his own attacks! He seems Hell bent on stopping
the Durlan at any cost. The Science Police have arrived, but can’t get
close enough to the mayhem to stop it! What will the repercussions of his
actions mean between the United Planets & the self-proclaimed Guardi-
ans of the Universe? Will this cause even more tension between Earthgov
and...” another large explosion sends the reporter face first onto the



debris littered street.

She picks herself off the ground, wiping blood from her lip. Her assist-
ant, dead from shrapnel. The floating camera knocked to the ground, it’s
repulsor engine crushed. She lifts the camera and speaks again to her
captive audience.

“Will this cause more tension between Earthgov & Durla? Stay tuned for
further developments as I bring them to you live in downtown Metro-
polis! This is Laurel Kent with the Daily Planet.”

I'm finally able to knock the damned things weapon free. It’s about then that I
realize I've been shot so many times, my weapon and flesh look like they ve been
ripped to shreds. He hasn't hit too many of my vital organs though I'm sure the
only things keeping me alive right now are my ring and my will to smear his
shapeless body across all of Metropolis.

He reaches for the blaster with a tentacle of some sort, which I neatly slice off
with a very sharp green blade. It doesn’t even squeal when I do it... do these
things feel anything?

[ wrap him again in a air tight bubble and begin to constrict it.

I walk over to face it. Tears flow down my cheeks, I can’t cause it enough pain
for what it did to her.

“Vidar... I have won.” It gurgles at me in a heavily accented Interlac.

“Frak you, I'm going to kill you.” I spit at it, staring into it’s tentacle ridden,
eyeless face.

“It doesn’t matter... I may not have killed you like my masters reques-
ted, but look around you. I have destroyed you.” It makes a sound like
laughter.

I look around me at my surroundings, the building. The street. The injured. The
dead. Everyone staring at me, fearing for their lives. Science Police standing
ready to take me down as soon as I let my guard down. I realize something at



that very moment.
I don’t care.

I constrict the bubble and it changes shape attempting to survive whatever size I
throw at it. Frak. I make it microscopic in size, and my ring still tells me it’s
alive. The horrified masses watch in horror.

“WHAT THE FRAK ARE YOU STARING AT???” I shout, not helping my
cause in the least.

Then I see him. Rond. He’s been there watching me all along. The fearless little
boy cowers behind the leg of his grandmother. She stares at me with horror and
revulsion in her eyes. They won’t understand.

I need to kill this thing.

I launch myself skyward and am instantly in space with my little captive still in
tow. Without the restrictions of an atmosphere I pour all of my will power into
my speed and within seconds we float before the Sun. I enlarge the bubble and
watch as the creature increases his mass as well.

It is speaking to me, but I don’t allow the sound to leave his bubble. I just watch
as I hurtle the bubble into the sun. The moment a yellow flare touches the bubble
it evaporates, but the Durlans momentum stays true. I watch as he ignites and
fades from sight. It's then that 1 wish I could have heard him scream.

I look down at my hand, my pulse races again. It's still not over. I've been
clutching a small pink card in my hand.

From Elia, with Love!

The Citadel of the Guardians of the Universe, OA

Within the halls of the main audience chamber the Guardians watch as
the pre-recorded assault on the Durlan in Metropolis unfolds. Vidar,
bloodthirsty, unrelenting, uncaring, fearful. This is not the same Vidar
they recruited over 10 years earlier.



This is also not the first time a Green Lantern has gone rogue and taken
justice into their own hands. It probably will not be the last. To give be-
ings that are, by nature, flawed, weapons like the rings of power guaran-
tees that one will slip every now and again.

Something the President of the United Planets and the Prime Minister of
Earthgov are more than happy to point out.

{“In light of the events that took place a little over an hour ago in Metro-
polis,” President Zandage began, “and considering the current state of
affairs within the United Planets and on Earth, Prime Minister Marsda of
Earthgov and I, have written it into law, that members of the Green Lan-
tern Corps will stay out of the United Planets indefinitely.”

“If I may, President Zandage, it would be very unwise to prohibit the
Corps from...”

{“"With all due respect, Guardian, this is not the first time one of your
Corps has caused this type of destruction within the United Planets”
Prime Minister Marsda added, {“in fact, this is not the first time this has
happened on Earth itself... Need I remind you of...”

“No, you need not.” Ganthet rose from the overhead platform, lowering
himself to the floor, face to face with the President & Prime Minister.
“We are more than aware of our failures.”

{“Indeed? Then are you aware of the current location of your Green Lan-
tern?” the President asked mockingly.

“We are, and are dispatching agents to apprehend him.” Ganthet as-
sured.

{“Excellent, we want him extradited to the custody of Earthgov upon ap-
prehension, then your agents are to leave the United Planets... perman-
ently.” The President orders.

{“Failure to do so, would be considered an illegal action against the Un-
ited Planets. And we have just... obtained... new technology that could
make life very difficult for your agents.” The Prime Minister of Earthgov
adds with more that a little malice in his voice.



The transmission ends.
“I fear that 2814 was correct in his accusations.” Ganthet says sadly to his
brothers.

“This is not the first time we have failed to listen to the concerns of our
Corpsmen. And it’s not the first time such action lead to disaster.”
Another Guardian adds.

“Perhaps we have become too old & complacent.” Ganthet says turning
to leave the Citadel. He reaches the doorway and turns to his befuddled
brothers. “It is apparent that someone wants us to stay out of the United
Planets. Most likely the Dominion. The question remains... why? Per-
haps... it would be, best, if we allow 2814 to continue?”

The Guardians fall silent staring at one another communicating telepath-
ically. They nod and turn back to Ganthet, though he heard all that had
been said.

“His ring has less than 3 hours left to its charge. We recall his battery.
When his power is drained he will not be able to recharge it.”

“He will most likely perish. A worse fate would certainly meet him in
the hands of Earthgov.”

Ganthet considers the words carefully, staring at the floor. The center of
the room, the Green lantern symbol. He closes his eyes remembering
back to a simpler time... he opens them again and with a heavy heart,
addresses the gathering.

“Brothers... I feel we have become ineffective and I have grown weary. I
resign myself of this council effective, immediately.” Ganthet steps from
the council chambers, leaving his remaining brothers speechless for the
first time in over a thousand years.

Somehow they knew I was coming. The damned Disk-heads sent every ship in
their defense fleet out against me. Lucky for me, not all are equipped with the
yellow particle cannons. Those that do though, have made this interesting.



I tore through the outer defenses that surround the Dominion easily enough.
But the better equipped defenses surround Elia completely. Every ship armed to
the teeth specifically to stop me.

Under different circumstances, I'd be honored.

No matter what I try, I can’t get near the surface of that damned planet. They
must have been burned before. So I decide to take out my aggressions on their
border colonies.

I'm exhausted... I've lost a lot of blood. I'm missing a finger and I've lost an eye.

But I keep seeing her body, there on the floor of my apartment. Burned beyond
recognition, a hole where her heart used to be. And I crave more death. I see the
look in my sons eye... he’ll understand what I had to do one day.

I set down on the surface of a planet on the Dominion frontier. I look around me
and see the bodies of dead Dominators & their slaves. I left no one on this little
mud ball alive. I look at my hands... they’re covered in blood. Most of it is not
my own.

My ring signals that I've been pursued. My ring also signifies that it is almost
out of power. Unlimited power when charged, but unfortunately the charge only
lasts 24 hours. I call out to my power battery... no response.

I try again, I throw all of my willpower to call it forward. Nothing.

“Frak.”

I've less than 5 minutes left in the charge. I quickly scan the ground around me
as the ring tells me the Dominators have touched down. I gather as many
weapons as I can find, shouldering the rifles. I ditch my uniform... I had pockets
in my civvies. I load my pockets full of pistols and clips.

The atmosphere is breathable.
I may die here on this planet, but I'll sure as Hell make sure I take as many of

these Bastards with me as I can. I see a convoy of them over the horizon as my
ring tells me I have less than a minute left.



I take aim and fire the most destructive blast of energy I can muster. It takes out
about a hundred of them. Then the ring dies. It falls from my finger and hits the
ground with a dull “clink’. I'm a dead man and I rush to face my fate with rage
and longing in my heart.

I know it won’t bring her back... But it doesn’t matter, I lose myself in my rage,
and I march forward, guns blazing.

The lone Guardian stands on the surface of the battle scarred planet. Vid-
ar made his final stand here. His blood remains on the ring of power that
lies at Ganthet’s feet. It has been weeks since Vidar’s rampage on Earth
and in the Dominion, and his body was never recovered.

Ganthet feels responsible. He bends down to pick up the ring... He feels
it’s weight in his hand.

This ring... handed down from Green Lantern to Green Lantern had
been worn by some of the Corps greatest. And more than once, by it’s
greatest failures. No... that wasn’t right. He had failed them. If only he
had listened, he could have prevented tragedy.

He absorbs the ring into himself, bonding with it until the time is right,
and another can be chosen to guard Sector 2814.

The End

If you enjoyed this story, you can find more tales of your favorite DC
heroes at DC2 Universe.
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a new enemy! SEE, Aquaman's adventure as a teenager!
EXPERIENCE, the first thrilling appearance of the Aquacave! All
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in the balance!
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The Legion Virus Saga continues! Lt. Hal Jordan barely survived
his encounter with Sinestro... now he comes face to face with an
even tougher challenge: His trainer! Also, now that he knows Hal
Jordan's secret, just what does DEO Director King Faraday have
up his sleeve?
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Welcome to the 30th Century! Vidar, Green Lantern of Sector 2814
embarks on an adventure that will change the face of the 30th cen-
tury. Just who are these space pirates, what are they carrying &
where are they going?
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Tales of the Green Lantern Corps Special: Vidar, Part 2 (of 3).
From OA, to the Hawaiian province on Earth, Vidar tracks the il-
legal weapons being trafficked through space. Just who is respons-
ible and why? The answers may prove fatal to Vidar and those he
loves!
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Tales of the Green Lantern Corps, The Legion Virus Saga, Part 8
(of 8): The Source!

The Legion Virus Saga Concludes! It's all-out Intergalactic War as
the Green Lantern Corps Elite, lead by Kilowog, infiltrate the Anti-
Matter Universe of Qward to destroy the Source of the Legion
Virus! Hal comes face to face with Guy Gardner in the grudge
match to end all grudge matches and neither mans life will ever be
the same again!

Tales of the Green Lantern Corps #9 (2006)

Tales of the Green Lantern Corps: Prelude to Disaster.

It's action on two separate fronts as Hal battles Dr. Polaris in the
streets of Coast City, Kilowog & Katma Tui struggle to retrieve
lost GL rings... with horrible consequences! This issue leads dir-
ectly into the Apokolips Imperative!

Tales of the Green Lantern Corps #10 (2006)

Tales of the Green Lantern Corps: The End of an Era.

THIS IS THE FINAL ISSUE OF TALES OF THE GREEN
LANTERN CORPS

Crisis: The Apokolips Imperative, Part 2!

Picking up after the cataclysmic events of last issue, it's a struggle
to survive for Hal and the Green Lantern Corps! The Corps has
been betrayed and sabotaged--- the Central Power Battery is no
more and Oa has been invaded by the allies of Darkseid! But the
deadly Manhunters have their own agenda, and not even the
Guardians of the Universe are safe, as their first and gravest
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mistake comes back to haunt them in a big way! Meanwhile, on
Earth, the Crisis escalates! The presence of Apokolips in Earth or-
bit has caused all kinds of natural disasters, and it is all the new
Green Lantern of Earth can do to save his precious Coast City
from destruction.

And just when Hal thought his hands were full enough, enter the
bestial son of Darkseid--- Kalibak!

Don't miss this last monthly issue of Tales of the Green Lantern
Corps!

Green Lantern #1 (2006)

Green Lantern: Fear, Part 1 (of 3): The Disappearance.

One year after the Crisis... An explosion in a top secret govern-
ment facility brings DEO Agents King Faraday and Chloe Sullivan
back into Green Lantern's life. Just what does the explosion have
to do with Hal and what will the ramifications be?

Green Lantern #2 (2006)

Green Lantern: Fear, Part 2 (of 3): Fear Itself.

It's the rematch a year in the making: Hal Jordan vs. Sinestro!
Chloe Sullivan has been taken by the rogue Green Lantern, will
Hal Jordan and King Faraday arrive in time to rescue her? And
just who is the mysterious being pulling Sinestro's strings this
time?

Legion of Super Heroes #0 (2006)

Legion of Super Heroes: Hope.

Welcome to the 31st Century! Three extraordinary teenagers, with
nothing in common, find themselves in an unusual situation! Will
they be able to work together to save the richest man in the United

Planets from certain doom? If not, this'll be the shortest series in
DC2 history!

Legion of Super Heroes #1 (2006)

Legion of Super Heroes: The Calm.

It's been two years since the formation of the Legion of Super-Her-
oes and the world is a much safer place! Or it was. At the dawn of
a new year the United Planets is rocked by an unspeakable act of
terrorism, that the Legion is helpless to stop. Who is responsible
and where will they strike next? The Legion intends to find out!
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Legion of Super Heroes #2 (2006)

Legion of Super Heroes: Siege on Colu.

Querl Dox, chief scientist on the planet Colu makes a stand against
a ruthless and seemingly unstoppable enemy! Will he be able to
stop them before his latest invention falls into enemy hands?

Green Lantern #3 (2007)

Green Lantern: Fear, Part 3 (of 3): The Torch Bearer.

Hal Jordan races across the country to save the Green Lantern
Corps only hope from the clutches of the Corps oldest enemy! Will
Hal be the savior, or will Hal be part of the problem?

Legion of Super Heroes #3 (2007)

Legion of Super Heroes: The New Guy.

The Legionnaires come to terms with their new member, Brainiac
5, and the Dark Circle strikes again, this time a little too close to
home. Will the Legion learn how to stop them from their new pris-
oner before it's too late?

Legion of Super Heroes #4 (2007)
Legion of Super Heroes: The Revolution.

Legion of Super Heroes #5 (2007)
Legion of Super Heroes: Things Change.

Legion of Super Heroes #6 (2007)

Legion of Super Heroes: Cataclysm.

FINAL REGULAR ISSUE! The Conclusion of the Dark Circle Saga
is here! A random act of horrible violence sends the Legion of
Super-Heroes on a collision course with the Dark Circle. Will the
Legion stop the Dark Circle before it's too late? The world shatter-
ing conclusion of this series sets the stage for the future of the Le-
gion of Super-Heroes!

and if it weren't bad enough: THIS FINAL BATTLE WILL CLAIM
THE LIFE OF AT LEAST ONE FAN-FAVORITE LEGIONNAIRE!
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