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Thank you for downloading this book. I trust it will prove to be
helpful and a blessing to you. Please forgive those typographical
and grammatical mistakes you will no doubt come upon. While I have
proofread for publication, I am sure I have missed many mistakes.
Also note that I have developed my own style of writing for sermon
preparation. It seems to work well for me as I preach from the
pulpit. I elected to keep most of that style intact. I trust it
will add rather than distract from the effectiveness while you
read.








Should you find the book is helpful to you, or if you have
questions you would like to ask me, feel free to contact me.

 

My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.








My e-mail address is marvinmckenzie@bbcpuyallup.org.

 

You might also enjoy taking a look at the following:

www.bbcpuyallup.org

Check out the web site for Sound Baptist Bible College

www.soundbaptistbiblecollege.us

Daily Visit With God

http://mckenzie-visit-with-god.blogspot.com/

MyGrandsonDaily.com

http://mygrandkidsdaily.blogspot.com/








Chapter 1
Daniel


Daniel 1:8

 

Although Daniel was only a child when taken into Babylon and
separated from his parents Daniel still purposed to obey God’s holy
standards and not defile himself with the King’s food.

 

Illustration:

When I was in 3rd grade I had a friend named Mark Winley.

 

Mark’s parents were a little better off financially than mine
were.

 

I will never forget going to Mark’s house after school and
eating cookies with Strawberry Quick.

 

I do not even remember that we got snacks at my home (although I
am sure we did).

 

But our snacks were not cookies and Strawberry Quick - I
guarantee!

 

I was SO impressed with Strawberry Quick that it never left
me.

 

My mom might have bought us Strawberry Quick a few times while I
was growing up, but it wasn’t often.

 

When I graduated from High School and moved out on my own - 60
miles from my folks - STRAWBERRY QUICK BECAME A MAINSTAY IN MY
DIET!

 

Every night after work I drank Strawberry Quick.

Every morning at breakfast I drank Strawberry Quick

When I stayed home on the weekends I would have Strawberry Quick
all day!

 

I don’t know what caused such a strong reaction there, but
whenever I think about finally gaining independence from my
parents, believe it or not one of my first thoughts is,

 

“I can drink all the Strawberry Quick I want whenever I
want!”

 

Daniel’s story reminds me of this.

 

There Daniel was - no longer under his parents religious
rules.

 

He was free to break away from his parents do’s and don’ts and
taste some of the “good life.”

 

As a matter of fact, if anybody has ever had a reason to
disregard what his parents taught was right and wrong, it was
Daniel!

 

He could now get in to trouble if he did obey his parents.

 

Yet freedom from his parents had nothing to do with Daniel.

 

As a young man, no longer under his parents authority,

 

He still purposed in his heart that he would not defile
himself.

 

I think almost every young person I know is waiting for the day
when they will be free from their parents reign.

 

When they can taste that which their parents forbade them.

When they can defile themselves in this world’s goods.

 

Others are already on their own;  They have been released
from the rule of their parents.

 

And they are actively dishonoring God, disobeying parents and
defiling themselves.

 

You know what Daniel’s testimony would be in our
day?

 

- When he turned 18 and got his own apartment he purposed in his
heart to keep on going to Sunday School, Sunday Church, Sunday
Evening and Wednesday services!

 

- When Daniel got out on his own and went to college

He purposed in his heart to continue to do all the good
spiritual things that his parents had taught.

 

- And he purposed to keep away from those things his parents
wouldn’t let him do or have - even when his parents couldn’t
see.

 

Daniel’s testimony was one of purposing to please God even when
there were no people to force him to please God.

Even as a young man he was responsible enough t o do right
without being told.

 

And I respect Daniel for that!










Chapter 2
David


Was also a young man with a great testimony.

 

1 Samuel 16:11-13, 14-23; 17 32-37

 

David was only a youngster yet I find very good qualities in
him.

 

1. He was a Hard Worker

In all of the verse we have here David was tending his father’s
sheep.

 

He was working.

 

That seems to be a failing quality among young people
today.  Not many want to work.

 

One thing about David; He wasn’t lazy!

 

You never see his dad sending David out to keep his sheep. 
He is always going to get David from the sheep!

 

What a great testimony to find young people who are hard
workers.

 

While at home they keep the house clean wash the dishes, mow the
lawn.

 

After graduating they are at work on time, miss very few days,
and work hard on the job.

 

2. David was a Good Student

 

Now, the Bible doesn’t tell us what kind of grades he got on his
report card.

 

But it does tell us that he played the harp for the King
Saul.

 

In 1 Sam 16:16 We find that they wanted some one who could “play
well.”

 

David wasn’t just a kid who could “twang away” at the harp.

 

He was good at it and that takes practice ad diligence.

 

The marks of a good student.

 

That’s also included in a good testimony.

 

Anybody can just barely get by but a good student has a good
testimony also.

 

3. David was Bold for the Lord

1 Samuel 16:18

 

He was already considered a valiant man and a man of war.

 

It was not that David was some giant of a man himself but he
believed God.  1 Sam 17:37

 

David was bold enough in the Lord to believe that God could
deliver him from impossible circumstances if David was fighting on
God’s side.

 

What a testimony for God!










Chapter 3
Joseph


Genesis 39:1-13

 

Joseph was 17 years old when his brothers captured him and sold
him as a slave in Egypt.

 

He didn’t get the best of starts did he?

 

In Genesis 39 we find that Joseph was bought by a prominent
Egyptian named Potiphar.

 

Potiphar was captain of the guard - which made him responsible
not only of the prison system buy also of the executions. AN
IMPORTANT MAN.

 

I am sure that Joseph wasn’t given the very best job right at
first.  Certainly as a new slave he must have had to prove
himself.

 

Put yourself in his shoes.

 

If you were 17-18 years old, were captured by your own brothers
and forced to work as a slave in a foreign land

 

WOULD YOU BE AN IDEAL WORKER?

 

All throughout Joseph’s life it seems like he was unfairly
punished but he kept a good testimony and was model in
attitude.

 

Even in prison the guards favored him.

 

He had all kinds of reason to be bitter and angry and mouth off
to his bosses.

 

But instead he kept a good testimony and all that he did
prospered in his hands

 

Why was his attitude so good?

 

Genesis 3:9 gives the answer;

 

Although Joseph faced many temptations during his life - this
verse stays true for his whole life -

 

He wouldn’t sin against God.

 

Unfairly treated, forced in to slavery and then in to prison

Yet he kept a good testimony through it all.

 

Would you be like that?

 

How do you act when you are forced to do something that someone
else is supposed to do?

 

What about being punished for something you didn’t do?

 

Or what about when the boss nails you for a mistake someone else
made?










Chapter 4
Conclusion


Both Daniel and Joseph finally became second in command under
the king, AND DAVID DID BECOME KING

 

Not all young people with good testimonies end up to be the
President

 

But I can pretty well guarantee that if a person doesn’t learn
young in life to purpose in their heart to have a good testimony
they probably won’t amount to be much.

 

You can almost always tell the ones that are going to make it,
that will make their lives count while they are still teenagers or
younger.

 

Because even at a young age they work at being like

Daniel who did right even without his parents watching

 

And David who was a hard worker a good student and bold for the
Lord

 

And Joseph who didn’t get mad just because he wasn’t treated
fairly.










I have several books available for purchase either as e-books or
paperback at lulu.com, among them are:


Upon This Rock, A study in Baptist Doctrine


The Foot of the Cross, these were there when Jesus
died

Depravity,
Getting Honest With Sin


Think On These Things, Bible Study Series,
Philippians


The Rapture and Return, Bible Study Series, First and
Second Peter

These Are
Written, Bible Study Series, A Harmony of the Gospels

Search for my name.
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