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Sudan

Adrianna and Caesar unearth a large sand-colored rock door. The
door has what appears to be a scarab on the door, or at least half
of a scarab. He brushes sand away from what he is hoping is the
other door and finds the other half of the scarab for the
door.



Adrianna runs her hand across the doors with the embedded scarab on
them and smiles. “We have found it. I can’t believe it, and it
appears that no one has entered or even seen this tomb,” she says
out loud to Caesar.



Julio Caesar Rodriguez looks at the door with the scarab relief on
it, and then reaches out to touch the door and pulls back rather
quickly as he feels the faint touch of ancient magic. Caesar smiles
as he knows that this means that the tomb has remained untouched
since it was first sealed over four thousand years ago. He turns to
Adrianna and smiles. “You are right; no one has entered this tomb
for quite some time, the ancient magical barrier is still up,” he
says as he thinks of how to break the ancient barrier down.
“Permissum is simplex vir penetro is tumbus of dea ISIS,” he says
and a quick flash of light signals that the barrier has fallen.
Now I feel like we’re about to walk into a scene from the movie
The Mummy Returns.



Caesar then walks into the tomb. He looks around and he can see
torches here and there along the walls. “Permissum lampas lux
lucis,” he says and then, one by one, the torches light. On the
walls of the tomb are paintings of ancient Egypt.



Caesar then walks into the tomb and looks at the painted images on
the walls. He smiles as he comes to a wall that has what looks to
be text. At first he can’t read what is written on the walls.
“Permissum is simplex vir reddo ut quod est non readable Adrianna,”
he calls out and then, before his eyes, the text seems to move and
change. Once the text stops moving, Caesar smiles as he is able to
read the text on the walls.



The translation reads: “To any whom enter this tomb: within lies
the queen, the great mother and protector of the Pharaoh, the great
Goddess Isis.” Adrianna smiles at their lucky find and she
continues on into the tomb.



However, unbeknown to Adrianna and Caesar, a magical pulse is sent
out across the Earth seeking out protectors. Three protectors are
summoned to the ancient tomb.

 

 



Fawcett City

Billy Batson is in Algebra class and all of a sudden his head snaps
up and his eyes go almost pure white. He stands up and heads out of
the class and heads towards the football field. At the very same
time Freddy Freeman is in shop and the same thing is happening to
him. His head snaps up from what he is doing and his eyes also go
white and he too stands up and heads for the football field. Once
there, Billy has just said his magical word and a bolt of lightning
hits somewhere within the trees. Freddy then says his magical word
and a second bolt of lightning hits in the same area that the first
bolt hit. Those in the general area of the football field start to
get worried and run for the safety of the high school building to
get away from the freak lightning strikes. Then, flying out of the
trees, heading towards Egypt, are Captain Marvel and Kid
Marvel.



In another part of town, the third, however, is one more closely
tied to the tomb of Isis and is instantly aware of what has
happened. In the depths of Crowley Penitentiary, Theo Adam lies
sedated until he is magically transformed from an unconscious human
being into the disgraced champion of the Wizard Shazam: Black Adam.
With the strength of Heru he breaks his restraints and escapes out
of the prison that is holding him, leaping skyward as he heads
towards ancient Egypt and a tomb that he once thought
forgotten.

 

 



Egypt

Later that same day

Captain Marvel and Kid Marvel are using the speed of Mercury to fly
across the globe to arrive at the tomb. They touch down at almost
the same time as Black Adam. “HOLY MOLEY! BLACK ADAM!” Captain
Marvel states as he stares with cautious eyes at his nemesis. “The
last thing we heard, you were in prison. How did you get out?”
Captain Marvel asks.



“Come on now, Captain Marvel, you of all people should know that
simple restraints can’t hold ones such as us,” he says and then
looks at the two interlopers from under slightly-closed eyelids.
“This is Egypt my ancient home, not yours; neither of you belong
here. Now leave,” Black Adam says as he starts for the door and
sees that it has been opened, and he grows angry that someone would
dare to try and trespass on the resting place of his dear
love.



Captain Marvel places his hand on Black Adam’s arm and stops him
from going anywhere. “No, Black Adam, I won’t let you go in without
us,” he says as he turns Adam to face him.



Kid Marvel takes a few steps back and slowly inches his way towards
the door of the tomb.



“I am not taking you in there with me, so leave. You can’t
understand who or what awaits within; only I know and I will not
tell you, so leave now, while you can,” Adam says as he pries
Marvel’s hand off of his arm, his anger rising at the audacity of
Captain Marvel for having put his hand on him, and for thinking
that he would allow these two, who are so very inferior to him, to
enter and desecrate his love’s resting place.



“Well then, I guess you aren’t going in either then,” Captain
Marvel says as he interposes himself between Black Adam and the
open door to the tomb.



“If you lay a hand on me again, we will no longer be talking,” Adam
says and he looks at Captain Marvel out of the corner of his
eyes.



Cap moves closer to Adam and then takes the final step so that he
is now in front of Black Adam and barring his entrance into the
tomb. “I guess that means that we will no longer be talking then,”
he says as he crosses his arms over his chest.



“That is fine with me, I would rather not anyway,” he says as he
pulls his hand back and, with the speed of Anpu and the power of
Amon, Black Adam delivers a mighty blow to Captain Marvel’s stomach
right below his rib cage.



Captain Marvel goes down coughing, trying to catch his breath. Kid
Marvel uses the speed of Mercury and is able to leap onto Black
Adam’s back, and he starts to punch Black Adam between his shoulder
blades. Black Adam grunts from the impacts, but, due to the power
of Amon, he is able to withstand the jabbing blows.



Now completely enraged he reaches up and grabs Kid by the cape, and
pulls him off and with a devastating back handed blow to Kid
Marvel’s face, he is sent flying out into the desert with a
thunderous boom. Captain Marvel is now up and charges Black Adam.
He punches Black Adam in the stomach. After seeing what he did to
Kid Marvel, Captain Marvel continues his assault on Black Adam.
Each fist that connects with Black Adam pushes him back more. He
drops to the ground as Captain Marvel says, “Give up now…” Before
Captain Marvel can finish his sentence, Black Adam uses the speed
of Anpu and the strength of Hersef to knock Captain Marvel off his
feet with a powerful uppercut to the underside of his jaw. He
falls, and Black Adam is seriously annoyed, so he picks up Captain
Marvel and holds him over his head. Then he calls out, “SHAZAM!”
The lightning bolt comes down and strikes Captain Marvel and
changes him back into Billy Batson. Black Adam then brings Billy
Batson down and looks him in the face and smiles. “Turnabout is
only fair, eh, good Captain?” He then tosses him into the air as he
laughs at his defeated adversary. “Even one as old as me, can still
learn new tricks.” Adam stands there for a moment not caring where
Billy Batson lands.



Black Adam laughs and then heads into the tomb, some of his anger
of the defilement of his love’s tomb worked off, thanks to the
fight with Captain Marvel and Kid Marvel. He heads straight for the
burial room where Isis is entombed. Black Adam arrives in the room
where Isis’s sarcophagus is, and he sees that it has yet to be
disturbed. He then moves the cover and sees the mummy of Hatshepsut
laying there with the amulet of Isis. He reaches in and pulls out
the amulet. Once he makes contact with the amulet a magical energy
pulse radiates out of it.



Kid Marvel helps Billy Batson up to his feet, helping to dust off
the sand on Billy’s clothing. Billy calls out, “Shazam,” and
transforms into Captain Marvel. Captain Marvel looks at Kid Marvel
and says, “Where is Black Adam?”



Before Kid Marvel can answer the Big Red Cheese, the magical energy
hits both of them and sends them instantly back to Fawcett City
High School. They are both in the gym locker room and are no longer
in their alternate forms. They look at each other and say in
unison, “Whoa!”

 

 



Black Adam smiles as he tucks the amulet into his shirt, and heads
out of the tomb. He doesn’t care about the gold or gems that lay
buried within the tomb; the only thing that matters to Black Adam
is the amulet of Isis.



As Black Adam walks back out of the tomb, he runs into Adrianna and
Caesar. Adrianna and Black Adam stop and stare into each other’s
eyes for a few moments. Caesar freezes. His eyes instantly fix on
the man that is standing in front of Adrianna. In those frozen
moments, Caesar recognizes Black Adam from the past news coverage
of his battles with Captain Marvel and Kid Marvel some time ago.
Black Adam’s physical presence is very intimidating to say the
least. His flat black form-fitting suit with a large golden yellow
lightning bolt on his chest would certainly cause anyone to freeze
in a state of fear. Caesar snaps out of his frozen trance, but
Black Adam turns away from Adrianna and let’s slips a small chuckle
when he sees Caesar. Caesar is too slow to react when Black Adam
flies out of the tomb. Caesar dares not chase after an individual
that can go toe-to-toe with Captain Marvel. He looks over his
shoulder and realizes that Adrianna is still in a trance. Caesar
looks closely into her eyes and sees what can only be described by
his limited magical experiences as a spark. He waves his hands in
front of her face. He snaps his fingers and she comes out of her
trance. “Huh?” is all that she is able to utter.

 

 



Khandaq

A day later

Black Adam is sitting in the ruined temple where he was first
awakened in 1937. He is holding the amulet of Isis in his hands.
The amulet is shining from some light that manages to enter the
temple. “I will find a way to bring you back to me, my love. I
promised you then, and I promise you now,” he says as he sits there
staring at the amulet and, as he stares at the amulet, he keeps
trying to come up with the image of his love, Queen Pharaoh
Hatshepsut, but the image that comes to his mind is that of
Adrianna Thomas. “My dear love, why is it that I try to think of
you and another comes to my mind? Is it that you are trying to tell
me something?” he asks the amulet and a subtle glow races across
the surface of the main gem in the amulet.



Black Adam looks at the amulet wondering if this is just a
coincidence or if it is a sign that perhaps he has found what it is
he was looking for. Black Adam walks towards the opening and basks
in the sunlight. Black Adam floats off the ground for a moment
before flying in the blue sky. He goes in search of the woman who
seemed to glimpse into his soul while in the tomb of his lost
love.

 

 



Fawcett City

Freddy and Billy get off the school bus, on the corner, where Billy
lives with his uncle, Dudley Batson. Dudley Batson is the last
living relative of Billy since his father died some time ago. Billy
and Freddy both walk a short distance to Billy’s home. The modest
two-story house is colored red with white trimming. It has a white
picket fence surrounding the front of the property. The steps
leading up to the front porch have small bushes beside them. On the
porch is a white rocking chair that C.C. Batson used to sit at for
hours just wondering where his son was.



Dudley Batson greets both teenagers with glasses of lemonade and a
warm smile. “How was school today, fellas?”



The three of them enters the house and head down the hallway to the
kitchen that is located at the back of the house. Billy and Freddy
sit at the kitchen table, while Dudley places his empty glass in
the sink. “So, tell me what happened at school.”



Billy spoke up first. “Well, we don’t really know. One minute we
are in school, the next minute we are flying to the desert.”



Freddy adds to the conversation, “It felt like we were on automatic
pilot or something.”



“Then we get to some desert region, and we see Black Adam is there
too.”



“At least, this time, he wasn’t so gosh-darn tall,” Freddy said to
Billy.



“But something about him seemed different. He’s not the same guy
that we fought before.”

 

 



Caesar moves Adrianna against the tomb wall. Adrianna shakes her
head trying to get the cobwebs out of her head. She looks at Caesar
with concern in her eyes. “What happened to me, Caesar?”



Caesar takes a few steps back, looking around the tomb at the
Egyptian writings on the walls, looking for answers to Adrianna’s
question. He fails to smile to hide the fact that he is clueless at
the moment. He finally slumps his head and says, “Sorry, I-I just
don’t know, Adrianna…” Caesar quickly grabs her hand and pulls her
toward him and points to the Egyptian writings, “…but I think if we
go over these writings, we should be able to figure what just
happened to you.”

 

 



The east side of Fawcett City

Below one of the train trestles, there was a place where the
homeless people felt safe. The train trestle was one that ran into
a tunnel that hadn’t been used for almost five years now. So, the
homeless of Fawcett City had made it one of their many safe places.
At any one time, there were usually between twenty to forty
homeless men, women and children living in the tunnel. Once a day,
a priest and a nun would come down to the trestle and bring food
and drink for the homeless. It wasn’t really anything expensive,
usually a peanut butter and jelly sandwich and a juice box during
the warmer weather and then a cup of soup and a cup of hot
chocolate during the colder weather.



“Marcia, can you go round up all of our friends so that they can
eat today?” Father Patrice said as he moved to the back of the van
and opened the doors and pulled out the folded table. He then
started to set up the food as the first of the homeless started to
exit the tunnel for their daily meal.



“Come, my children. It is time to eat,” he would say to them each
and every day to encourage them to come over.



The priest and nun would usually also have some sort of chocolate
for the young ones and, every once in a while, like today, they
would have a nurse with them to do quick check up on the homeless
and give them needed shots and anything that they would need to
help them stay alive.



Sister Marcia was in the tunnel, going to the different people,
when one of the homeless men tried to keep Marcia from going any
further into the tunnel. “Sister, no, please come; I am the last in
the tunnel. Come, let us leave the tunnel now,” the older man said
as he tugged on the sister’s sleeve trying to get her to go out of
the tunnel.



“Michael, there is someone still in the tunnel. Look,” she said as
she pointed to the pair of legs laying on the floor a bit further
down the tunnel.



“No, sister, they are sleeping and will not wake. Please, let us go
out. There is nothing further in the tunnel.” Michael again tried
to get Sister Marcia to leave the tunnel. When he realized that she
wouldn’t listen to him he turned and all but ran out of the tunnel
and didn’t want to hear what would happen next.



Before anyone knew it, there was a terrible blood-curdling scream
and Father Patrice and the nurse looked up and went running into
the tunnel to find Sister Marcia lying dead in a pool of blood with
no apparent reason for her death.



The nurse bent down and checked for a pulse. She didn’t find one.
“Come, father,” pulling Father Patrice away from Sister Marcia’s
dead body, “there is nothing left for us to do. We must call the
police now,” she said as tears were pouring down the priest’s face
as they exited out of the tunnel.



She then dug into her pocket and pulled out a cell phone and called
the Fawcett PD. The first police cruiser showed up within fifteen
minutes. The homeless people were all sitting around the table,
eating their food; all of them seemed rather nervous about
something, but none would say why they were nervous or even what
they knew, if they knew anything.

 

 



Elsewhere in Fawcett City

Billy Batson and Freddy Freeman are sitting in Billy’s room working
on studying for a social sciences test the following day. Billy
says to Freddy, “I wonder what we are going to do about Black Adam?
He is still out there somewhere.”



“Well, maybe we can go to the Wizard and ask him.” Before Billy can
respond to Freddy’s suggestion, they both hear the police scanner
go off and both Billy’s and Freddy’s heads snap up as they listen
to what the scanner reports. Instantly they both run out of the
house and into the backyard, which is surrounded by an
eight-foot-high stockade fence. They say their magical words and
then two bolts of lightning come down out of the sky and transform
the two boys into Captain Marvel and Kid Marvel.



The two heroes launch themselves into the air and take off in the
direction of the unused subway tunnel. They get there as the police
captain is just talking to his detectives. “It is wonderful to see
you, Captain Marvel, and you too, Kid Marvel. I only wish it was
under different circumstances though,” Major Sheppard says to the
two.



“We kind of heard some of what was going on over the scanner that
we have. So, Major, can you fill us in with what you know so far?”
Captain Marvel asks.



“Well, gentlemen, what we know is that Sister Marcia came here
today, like she and Father Patrice do every day, to bring food to
the homeless here. She was in the tunnel, when all of a sudden the
father and nurse there heard Sister Marcia screaming and they went
running into the tunnel. They found her lying in a pool of her own
blood. From what we can tell, she received a knife wound to the
left side of her chest,” he says to the two.



“Were there any of the homeless in the tunnel with her who saw what
happened?” Kid Marvel asks.



“No unfortunately they were all out here in line to get their food.
For most of them this is the only meal that they get to eat in a
day so they hurry to it.” Major Sheppard says.



Captain Marvel looks at the homeless around the tables, eating
rather hungrily, and shakes his head, sorry to see several children
there under the age of ten. “Major, do you mind if we ask some
questions?” he asks the police major.



“Please do. Perhaps they will talk to you rather than us
considering they are probably more afraid of us than they would be
of you,” Major Sheppard says and moves away from the two
heroes.



Captain Marvel looks over at Kid Marvel and the two nod, and they
end up going to separate tables and sit down and start to talk to
the people at the tables.



“It is rather sad what happened to Sister Marcia, don’t you all
think?” Captain Marvel asks and he sees the people nod their heads
and a few of the women start to cry.



“She was a wonderful woman. She and Father Patrice really cared
about us. They were some of the only ones that did care,” one of
the ladies says as she pulls her young son closer to her and again
starts to cry.



“Do any of you know what happened to Sister Marcia?” he asks them,
hoping that, since the people seemed to be so upset over the
murder, perhaps they will actually say something.



The man known as Michael looks up, and then one of the men next to
him elbows him. Despite that, he continues to look up at Captain
Marvel. “It got her. The beast, I tried to warn her not to get too
close to the area where it was, but she didn’t listen and instead
she continued on and it got her,” Michael says to them.



Captain Marvel looks at Michael and shrugs. “What is the beast?
Have you seen it, and can you tell me what it, is so perhaps I can
find it?” he asks Michael.



Michael shakes his head. “No, I have never seen it. We only know
that it was there and that it killed her.”



“Thank you, Michael,” Captain Marvel says as he turns and heads for
Kid Marvel. “Come, there is no more that we can find out here
today.”



Kid Marvel nods his head. “Alright. I’ll see you tomorrow, I got to
head back.”



“See you in the morning,” Captain Marvel replies to his partner and
then he flies home.



Kid Marvel just floats over the scene and stares down at it. Seeing
the coroner’s vehicle leave the scene, Kid Marvel’s eyes are blank,
as if he were in a trance. He feels compelled to follow the van as
it heads toward the Fawcett City Coroner Office. But before he
starts his pursuit, Kid Marvel shakes his head as he stops and
heads for his current home, the Wormwood Orphanage.

 

 



Rock of Eternity

Within the home of the ancient structure are several artifacts that
are guarded by the watchful eyes of the Wizard Shazam. Among them,
are some stone statues that imprison some of the most dangerous
beings known to mankind. One of these statues is laughing. The
great wizard sits and watches Kid Marvel in a cloud of mist. He
lowers his head as the laughter grows louder.

 



To Be Continued…



====================================================================================



If you enjoyed this story, you can find more tales of your favorite
DC heroes at DC2
Universe.



All characters are (c) DC Comics and no infringement upon their
copyrights is intended. Support DC Comics by buying their monthly
comic books and graphic novels.
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	Shazam!
#11 (2008)
Shazam!: The Evil Within, Part 2.

The Evil Within continues in this issue. Guest appearances
gallore and the return of another Fawcett City staple. Captain
Marvel attends a fund raiser. Kid Marvel battles evil in the
Barrows. And find out what trouble Mary and Jeremy can get
themselves into.



	


Rogues
Gallery #8 (2008)
Rogues Gallery: Black Adam, Part 1 (of 2).

Wondering where Black Adam has been??? Find out a bit more about
Teth-Adam in this tie-in to the Goddess Found story currently
running in Shazam!



	


Shazam!
#7 (2008)
Shazam!: Goddess Found, Part 1: Unearthed.

A new chapter begins here and now for the champions of the
Wizard Shazam. A new danger is coming to Fawcett City and something
will be unearthed on the other side of the world. Join us for part
one of Goddess Found.



	


Rogues
Gallery #9 (2008)
Rogues Gallery: The Final Goodbye - Featuring Black Adam.

The second Goddess Found Tie-In. The past of the man named
Teth-Adam is revealed here. More about the man that would become
Black Adam. Plus some more of Adrianna and Caesar in the Tomb of
Hatshepsut.



	


Shazam!
#9 (2008)
Shazam!: Goddess Found, Part 3: I... AM.

Someone in the shadows is making a move and that can't be good
for Caesar and Adrianna. More is revealed about the bizarre
killings of the homeless in Fawcett City. Black Adam makes another
stunning guest appearance in this final chapter of Goddess Found
entitled 'I AM...'



	


Shazam!
#10 (2008)
Shazam!: The Evil Within, Part 1.

A new murder has Fawcett City's finest looking to the students
of its high school for its suspects. Someone returns to Fawcett
City with a corporate takeover. And more things continue to be
happening on the Rock of Eternity.



	


Shazam!
#12 (2008)
Shazam!: The Evil Within, Part 3.

Captain Marvel finds out more about the murders of the homeless
and seeks out help. But will he be denied help or not? Freddy goes
off on his own and could that be a good or a bad thing? And someone
pays the man in the green robe a visit.



	


Shazam!
#13 (2008)
Shazam!: The Evil Within, Part 4.

The Evil Within is finally revealed here. All of the pain and
confusion that Freddy Freeman has been experiencing comes to a
head. A transformation takes place and a secret is revealed to
someone close to the Marvel family. All this and appearances by
Ibis the Invincible, Black Adam, Caesar(Yes he's back) and the DC2
introduction of a young hero.



	


Shazam!
#14 (2008)
Shazam!: The Evil Within, Part 5 (of 5).

This is it. The finale to the Evil Within. The main event is
between Freddy Freeman and a group of heroes led by Captain Marvel.
Do they stand a chance against the combined powers of heaven and
hell? They are the last line of defense between Freddy Freeman and
an innocent that he must kill.

At the same time, something is happening in the Barrows, and it
doesn't look good.



	


Shazam!
Annual #1 (2009)
Shazam! Annual: Unpredictable.

The Epilogue to the Evil Within is here finally. Several months
since the last issue was published. Adrianna Thomas starts her
journey to regain her powers. The future of Caesar will be
revealed. Freddy Freeman's life hangs in the balance. Someone from
Jim Barr's past pays him a visit as he is recovering. Connections
to DC2 Nemesis are here and the beginning to the next storyline
simply title Truth. The status quo will never be the same ever
again.









  

    [image: FeedBooks]
 
 
    www.feedbooks.com

    Food for the mind


  


OPS/images/cover.png
&@GODDESS FOUN DPA






OPS/images/logo-feedbooks.png
Eeedbomls





OPS/images/logo-feedbooks-tiny.png
E{;edbooﬂs





